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The FLASH of BX is published by and for the alumni of the Beta Chi Chapter of the Alpha Chi Sigma Fraternity at
Hampden-Sydney College. The FLASH is sent by first class mail to all alumni of record for whom we have current ad-
dresses (HINT!). News items concerning alumni activities/achievements should be sent to Your Kindlie Editor [a.k.a.
YKE], H. J. Sipe, at P.O. Box 727 Hampden-Sydney, VA 23943. Telephone: 434-223-6283 (office) or hsipe@hsc.edu
. Send news for this, your newsletter. Remember our motto! We fit all the news that prints (or was that We print all
the news that fits?). The Chemistry Department maintains a website that can be reached through the College website at:
http://www.hsc.edu. The Chapter website is:

http://people.hsc.edu/organizations/axe/

HOMECOMING BUFFET ANNOUNCEMENT

The annual ! OE Homecoming Buffet will take place at the Chapter House following the Homecoming football game
(Tigers vs. Emory and Henry, game time 1:00 PM) and the Annual Meeting of the Board of Directors of the Alumni
Corporation on Saturday, 13 October 2007, at 4:30 PM (or as soon after the game as is practical). This is an open meeting
and all alumni are welcome to attend.
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Preliminary Menu

The chapter plans to provide a post-game traditional cookout. Provided will be grilled boneless chicken breast with
various side dishes: macaroni & cheese casserole, cole slaw, beans and assorted soft drinks and ice cream dessert.

Please complete and return the reservation form on the last page of this issue to make reservations for the
Homecoming buffet dinner. Please mail your response to arrive on or before Wednesday, 10 October. [If necessary you
can contact YKE by telephone — 434-223-6283 — or email: hsipe@hsc.edu to provide reservation information in advance
of the US post’s delivery.]

The chapter plans a party for later in the evening, and all non-decrepit alumni are invited to stay for the festivities.
Please note that the ! OE Homecoming events will not include any alcoholic beverages provided by the fraternity. You
are, as always, welcome to BYOB (assuming that you are legal) but you will be responsible for possession/consumption
of whatever you bring.
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NEWS OF THE COLLEGE:

The new College library was completed ahead of schedule. The official opening took place Monday, 13 August . A
ceremonial hand carrying of the last few books —from the reference collection— took place during freshman orientation on
the first Thursday after the beginning of classes on 23 August. A fine set of photographs of “The Big Move” can be viewed
on-line at: http://www?2.hsc.edu/academics/computing/picture_web_page/index.htm

The circular brick plateau between the library and Gilmer Hall is a pleasant addition to this part of the campus. The
addition of pole-type streetlights around the circular plateau provides brilliant nighttime lighting for the area.

The Class of 2011 matriculated August 18 with 334 freshmen, purposefully down from last year’s 346, but improved
retention of upperclassmen gave us an opening enrollment of slightly over 1100 — and again the largest enrollment (by
a few students) in the College’s history.

Approximately 20 new faculty members joined the College, the largest number of new hires in the College’s history. The
new faculty were required by a combination of retirements and sabbatical replacements. Five faculty members of long-
standing retired at the end of the 2006-2007 academic year: Retiring from the classics department were Professors Brinkley
and Tucker; from the English department, Professors Martin and Saunders, and from the mathematics department, Professor
Berman.

Sadly, we must report that Professor Lee Cohen lost a long struggle with cancer and died on 16 July. The College’s notice
of his death reads in part: “Professor of Mathematics Leon McClain Cohen, 44, died at his Hampden-Sydney home on
Monday, July 16, 2007, of complications related to pancreatic cancer. Lee was born August 21, 1962, in Covington,
Georgia. He earned an undergraduate degree from Emory University in 1983, and, in 1986, a Master’s degree in
mathematics from the University of Virginia. In that same year, 1986, he began teaching mathematics at Hampden-Sydney
College. Over the course of his 21 years at the College, Lee proved to be an excellent and much-revered professor,
colleague, and community member. He held numerous key positions at the College, including chair of the Academic
Affairs Committee and of the Lectures and Programs Committee; Associate Director and Interim Director of the Honors



Program; and faculty secretary of the Lambda Circle of Omicron Delta Kappa national leadership society. In 2002, he
received the Thomas E. Crawley Award for devoted service to the College. He also received numerous teaching awards
including the Cabell Award for Distinguished Teaching and the Fuqua Award for Excellence in Teaching. He was
specially honored by the graduating classes of 2005 and 2007. Lee served the community at large as a board member of
the Esther Thomas Atkinson Museum of Hampden-Sydney, of the Prince Edward Public School Endowment (PEPSE),
and of the Farmville Area Community Emergency Services (FACES). He also served as a tutor in the Prince Edward
County VICTORS Literacy training program. Memorial donations may be made to Hampden-Sydney College and
designated for the Lee McClain Cohen Endowed Math Library Fund.” YKE knows that many AXE alumni have very fond
memories of Lee Cohen and his humane, gentle, and caring approach to students as they were mastering mathematics.

Again quoting the College press release: “Mrs. Erlene Bowman, Head Cashier at the Hampden-Sydney College Bookstore,
was honored at a retirement party on May 30. Mrs. Bowman has been at Hampden-Sydney for 42 years. For generations
of Hampden-Sydney students, Erlene Bowman has been the face of the Bookstore. Through multiple managers and
locations, Erlene has been the constant. Her friendly smile and sincere concern for the well being of the thousands of
young men with whom she has interacted during Bookstore transactions and the hundreds who have sought her out when
they just wanted to talk are long remembered and for many alumni and students represent what they appreciate most about
Hampden-Sydney College.

Also retiring was Mrs. Alice Hines, longtime custodian and friend to all in Gilmer Hall: “Mrs. Alice V. Hines, Custodian
at Hampden-Sydney College, was honored at a retirement party on May 30. Mrs. Hines has been with Hampden-Sydney
College for 33 years. Mrs. Hines worked primarily in Gilmer and Morton Halls. She is the widow of Sam Hines, who was
a long-time employee of the College working in Morton Hall and ringing the class bell.”

Professor of History, Dr. James Simms, was recognized by the College’s Hall of Fame for his contributions to the soccer
program. “Dr. Jim Simms founded the Hampden-Sydney soccer program in 1969 and led the team as head coach for 12
years, phasing the team into the Old Dominion Athletic Conference. Simms remains the longest tenured Tiger soccer coach
as his 12 years of service is four years longer than any other coach. During that tenure, Simms led the team to 50 victories,
including a high water mark of seven wins during the 1976 season. Simms earned his bachelors and masters degrees from
the University of Maryland and his doctorate from the University of Michigan. He joined the Hampden-Sydney College
faculty in 1968 and has is currently an Elliott Professor of History.”

NEWS OF THE DEPARTMENTS:

Following the faculty’s approval of a program of departmental and programmatic minors, the science departments have
established course requirements for minors in astronomy, biology, and chemistry.

At the spring 2007 awards convocation, Dr. Steve Bloom of the department of physics and astronomy received the John
Peter Mettauer Award for excellence in research.

On sabbatical leave last spring, Dr. Edward W. Devlin, Elliot Professor of Biology at Hampden-Sydney College, traveled
with a group of faculty from U.S. institutions to participate in the School of International Training (SIT) Study Abroad
Access Asia faculty development trip to the Mekong Delta in Viet Nam in June. The trip focused on environmental issues
with the faculty studying the natural and cultural ecology of the region. An on-line report of his activities is available at:
http://people.hsc.edu/faculty-staff/edevlin/edsweb01/new_page 4.htm

Also in the biology department, Professor Carolina Yaber has accepted a position at James Madison University. Professor
Michael D. Collins has joined the biology department faculty. His undergraduate degree is from the College of Wooster
and his PhD is from the University of Tennessee

In late February, Professors Anderson and Sipe and four senior chemistry majors — Stephen English, Robbie O’Cain, Mick
Robbins, and Kevin Thompson — traveled by air to Chicago for the 2007 Pittsburgh Spectroscopy Conference and
Instrument Exhibition. They arrived just in time for a Chicago ice storm that prevented many conferees with later travel
schedules from attending the first few days of the meeting. Highly recommended by the group, in addition to the meetings
of course, is Chicago deep-dish pizza. Making their way in snow and ice, the group hoofed it through very un-Virginia
weather in Chicago to Giordano’s. If you desire to share their pizza delight, Giordanao’s ships nationally:
http://www.giordanos.com/main.php

Professor Paul Mueller is on sabbatical leave during Fall Term 2007 and Professor Dun is scheduled to be on sabbatical
leave during Spring Term 2008. In their absences, the department has the able assistance of Dr. Patrick G. Barber, whos
has been appointed visiting professor of chemistry. Some of you may remember Dr. Barber from his many years of service
at Longwood College before his recent retirement. Dr. Barber did his undergraduate work at Stanford University and his
PhD at Cornell University. He also was a postdoctoral fellow at Duke University, and taught for several years at Southside
Community College in Keysville before moving to Longwood. He and his wife reside in Keysville. Professor Mueller



is working on a text for the Chemistry and Art course. He is presently writing a chapter on printing, and has been working
on his etching and printing techniques as part of it.

Dr. Kevin M. Dunn, Elliott Professor of Chemistry began developing, in 1994, a course which would come to be known
as “Caveman Chemistry,” in which students follow the history of chemical technology through a series of hands-on
projects, from the creation of fire by friction to the synthesis of polyester from automobile anti-freeze.

One line of research to come out of Caveman is in the area of soap chemistry. In recent years a cottage industry has grown
up around the production of handcrafted soap. The method used is quite different from that used in the much larger
commodity soap industry and consequently the problems faced by handcrafted soap makers have received little attention
from academic and industrial chemists. Because one of the chapters in Caveman is on the production of soap, he came to
the attention of the Handcrafted Soap Makers Guild, the largest trade organization in handcrafted soap. He has been invited
to give lectures on soap chemistry at their annual convention for the past three years.

Professor Dunn has begun writing a book on soap chemistry which he expects to finish during his Spring 2008 sabbatical.
He is also expected to appear in a forthcoming episode of the television series, Modern Marvels. Watch for this program
about acids on the History Channel.

The chemistry department is having its every-six-years departmental review this fall. (The last review was in 2001 and
was interrupted by the September 11, 2001 events.) Some of you may have been asked for feedback earlier in the year.

Of personal note, Professor Herb Sipe traveled to Huntingdon, Pennsylvania in June to attend his Juniata College class
45™ reunion. Juniata has the habit of showing yearbook picture on their website along with short bios for alumni. The truly
curious (or twisted) may find this site interesting: http://web.juniata.edu/classof1962/herbSipe.html

Herb supervised one student in summer research: Christopher K. Arnatt '09, was engaged in full-time research for ten
weeks with his project titled: “Synthesis of p-hydroxybenzhydrylamine and Study of its Phenoxyl Radical by Fast-flow
ESR Spectroscopy.”

Professor William W. Porterfield and his wife, Dorothy, celebrated their 50" wedding anniversary coincident with the
beginning of the new academic year. Among the festivities was a dinner honoring them held by their children and their
children’s spouses. Also the Porterfields took a trip to the beach analogous to their post-nuptial trip fifty years ago.
Although YKE has fewer details, he can also report that Professor Tom Mayo and his wife also recently celebrated their
50" wedding anniversary.

NEWS OF THE CHAPTER:

Alums should note that the chapter is making a special effort to invite upperclassmen pledges as well as prospective
freshmen members to the Homecoming Buffet. And we encourage all alums to engage both these groups and the collegiate
brothers in conversation. Many of you have very interesting tales of the College and of the Fraternity from the times when
you were students here, and — within limits — the actives are interested in hearing about them.

Recent chapter officers include: Spring 2007 Fall 2007

Master Alchemist Ben Barnhill Steele Parris
Vice Master Alchemist Dave Cameron John Boswell
Master of Ceremonies Steele Parris Cary Saunders
Treasurer Sean Platt Sean Platt
Reporter Sean Florin Sean Florin
Recorder Tony Regner Ben Kinney
House Manager Steele Parris Steele Parris
Historian Brian Carver Andrew Huffman

BX conducted two initiation during the past year. On 12 December 2006, eight men were initiated: Bikash Acharya, Nick
Bandy, Michael Bowman, Anthony Regner, John Reid, Cary Saunders, T. C. Stevens, and Josh Young were initiated
according to the national ritual. Subsequently, on 31 March, nine additional new brothers were initiated: John Boswell,
Andrew Breedlove, Ben Brown, Chris Collie, Tyler Huband, Ben Kinney, Shaun Swartz, Lee Warren, and William
(“Zack”) Zachowski became brothers.

In May, 2007 the chapter saw the departure of the following graduates: Justin Azar (med school at George Washington),
Will Bolton (dental school at MCV/VCU), Will Drudge, Joe Dunn (grad school in geophysics, U. Montana), Travis
Fellows, James Gillespie, Cujo Myint (grad school in bioinformatics, U. Pittsburgh) , Ryan Newcomb (who left in
December), Robbie O’Cain, Will Robbins, Jon Schaaf (med school at George Washington), Kevin Thompson, Sohale Vu,
and Rob Winner. Justin Azar was the valedictorian of the Class of 2007.

At the spring 2007 awards convocation, Drew Smith received the H. B. Overcash award given to the outstanding
premedical biology major. Justin Azar and Travis Fellows were recipients of the James R. T. Hewitt biology award given
to biology majors for promise as biologists and for meritorious service to the biology department. Ben Barnhill was names
to receive the Topham Chemistry Award given annually to an outstanding chemistry student. Ryan Newcomb was the



recipient of the Hardy Cross Award in Physics for outstanding achievement in physics. Jon Schaaf received the
Department of Psychology award.

Hampden-Sydney junior Andrew McLeod, and Beta Chi brother, has been named to the ESPN The Magazine Academic
All-District second team. Voted on by members of the College Sports Information Directors of America, McLeod earns
the honor in the District 3, College Division at-large team. In the classroom, McLeod maintains a 3.83 GPA average and
is double-majoring in Economics and Commerce and Chemistry.

YKE occasionally worries about the academic health of the chapter and seeks objective evidence of the brothers’
achievement. Beta Chi chapter had 18 men on the Dean’s List (the good one) in fall term 2006 and 16 in spring term 2007.
Another measure is the chapter’s overall GPA performance. For fall term 2006, 41 brothers had a semester GPA average
of3.155 (ignoring the differing numbers of credit hours taken by different brothers), and eight pledges had a semester GPA
average of 3.365. For spring term 2007, the corresponding numbers were: 40 brothers had semester GPA average 3.174
and nine pledges had semester GPA average 3.3548. Some of you may remember the long-standing estimate that pledging
a social fraternity costs HSC men from 0.3 to 0.5 GPA unit when they are pledges. A neat statistic is that Alpha Chi Sigma
pledges improve their GPAs, based on a comparison of their pledge semester GPA with their cumulative GPA: for the fall
2006 group this was an average increase of 0.14 and for the spring 2007 group it was an average increase of 0.12

NEWS OF THE ALUMNI

News of pseudo-alumnus former chemistry Professor Homer A. ("Al") Smith, Jr., (Chem. Prof. at H-SC 1964-85;
homeralvin@verizon.net ) and wife Martha are both retired, living in Portsmouth, VA. Homer continues teaching part-time
at College of William and Mary, where he has served most semesters since 2000. Homer completed 12 years of service
on the [IUPAC Commission on Nomenclature of Organic Chemistry, after which he was named IUPAC Fellow (which
means "put out to pasture"). He continues work as a docent at the Chrysler Museum of Art in Norfolk, mostly giving tours
to school children. It's fun work, except occasionally when some middle school boys behave like Kappa Alphas. Smith
also said, “ In the 12 or so semesters I have taught various courses at W&M, I have had more total students by far than in
21 years at H-SC. This semester I have no teaching assignments, giving me a bit more time to gallivant around the world
to see operas and art museums. Over the last year or two, forays have included England, Scotland, Switzerland and France
in Europe and Pittsburgh, Houston, San Francisco and NY in the US. I'm still active as docent at the Chrysler Museum,
where I also edit the docent newsletter this year. Last year I was co-instructor in a docent short course on Ancient Art,
mostly Greco-Roman (my only qualification being that my given name is Homer).”

Sofi Bin-Salamon [sbsalamon@mail.chem.tamu.edu] 1816 Yellow House Circle, Apt. C, College Station, TX 77840

is on his second post-doc following completion of his PhD at NCState University — the first one was in DC. He also says,
“Apparently TAMU Chemistry doesn't get a lot of folks that come in with their own money because they're having some
trouble trying to classify me for wage/tax purposes. College Station is definitely not Washington but it's got its charms
I guess. I can always loiter at the Walmart parking lot or go cow-tipping when I want to have fun...just like DC!”

A. C. Buchanan III, [buchananac@ornl.gov] reports that he is starting his 29th year in the Chemistry Division at ORNL,
and is leading a research group with 8 staff and several postdocs, graduate students, and undergraduate students. He says
that maintaining adequate research funding is an ever increasing challenge, but the science is still fun to do. The majority
of his personal research is still focused on free-radical chemistry and mechanisms particularly when confined in
mesoporous metal oxides. His wife, Michelle, who is a brother from the former LSU chapter, is now the associate
laboratory director at ORNL in charge of the physical sciences. He also reports that their daughter, Lauren, is a junior at
Washington University in St. Louis where she is majoring in both math and chemistry and is a recent AXE pledge at Wash
U.

Bennie Good [benniegood@gmail.com ] has a new email address as shown.

Peter Peterson [petenpeter@yahoo.com |, following doctoral work at Purdue University, has completed a post doctoral
fellowship at UC-Davis and is doing forensics in eastern Virginia. His address is: 4121 Plank Road #411,
Fredericksburg, VA 22407 (540) 373-2825 (home)

Jim Webster [jwebster10@radford.edu | who has a position in the Radford University Library visited the College as part
of'a group touring the new library in March. He also attended part of the Hampden-Sydney Music Festival at the beginning
of June. He reports, “In conjunction with my job, I am on the "Space Task Force" which is examining potential ways to
enhance the patron areas of the library here at Radford. We are currently in the process of planning a few trips
(mid-March) to other libraries to see how they address some of their space concerns, and I suggested that a visit to HSC
might be in order, especially since there must have been a lot of discussion before the construction of the new library was
begun.”

Matthew Ranson [hsctiger95@hotmail.com ], having completed medical studies, and a fellowship at OSU in
anesthesiology, is now at Duke to do a fellowship in interventional pain management.



William Clyde Kirkpatrick Alberts, [ke.alberts@verizon.net ] 5609 Columbia Rd. Apt. 102, Columbia, MD 21044,
has a post-doc with the Army Research Lab. Kirk is married and he and his wife have a son.

Nate Stasko [nstasko@email.unc.edu ] is nearing the end of his doctoral studies in chemistry at UNC-Chapel Hill- he
expects to defend sometime this fall. Nate and his thesis advisor are forming a company to commercialize some of the
findings from his research into NO chemistry.

Stephen Diegelmann [sdiegel 1 @jhu.edu ] is in his second year of graduate study at Johns Hopkins University. His research
is in the group of Dr. J.D. Tovar [http://chemistry.jhu.edu/Tovar/biography.html ], also check chemistry homepage at
http://chemistry.jhu.edu/ ).

McKnight Garner [macgarner@hotmail.com ] is residing in eastern Virginia where he is working, along with Matt Hanson,
at the Surrey Nuclear Power Station for Dominion Virginia Power. Mac has also been accepted to a graduate program in
nuclear engineering operated by VCU.

Clay Miller '05 [claymillervb@gmail.com ] is a dental student in the dental school at MCV/VCU and is living in
Richmond.

Todd E Ball [ballte@vcu.edu ], graduated from the MCV/VCU dental school in May, 2007. As last reported, he planned
to be married June 16th and the wedding in Dover, DE. His new wife, Emily, is in veterianian school at Michigan State
University and will graduate in 2010. Todd has accepted a general practice resident position to work at the Veteran Affairs
Medical Center in Ann Arbor, MI next year and will also be working at the University of Michigan Medical Center.

Mithilesh Adhikari [mithia@stanford.edu Jreports that the weather here at Stanford University is wonderful! He has
decided to do bio-organic chemistry and is especially looking into Dr Kool's lab, which deals mostly with synthesis of
unconventional DNA's and their possible biological application.

Rob Geiger [robertgeiger@gmail.com | and his wife Amy have a new mailing address: PO BOX 65, Cornelia, GA, 30531
(706) 839-5683. Rob and a colleague have established a new firm: San Francisco, California (June 1, 2007) -
AmbioPharm, Inc., a San Diego-based company, recently opened a large-scale US-based peptide manufacturing plant in
North Augusta, South Carolina, where it produces pharmaceutical-grade peptides. Under the name Shanghai AmbioPharm,
AmbioPharm, Inc. also shares and operates a pharmaceutical campus recently built and owned by Shanghai Chemspec,
of Shanghai, China. This facility sources and makes raw materials, building blocks, and custom peptides and operates a
separate, dedicated facility for manufacturing of Active Pharmaceutical Intermediates (APIs) in very large scale under
cGMP.

Jamey Rock [rockj2006@alumni.hsc.edu | worked after graduation as a substitute teacher, went on a section hike of the
Appalachian Trail in North Carolina/Tennessee, and moved to Charleston, South Carolina. He is presently looking for a
position in the Charleston area.

David M. Good [dgood@wisc.edu ] is a grad student trainee in the NIH Biotechnology Training Program working in the
Joshua J. Coon Lab at the University of Wisconsin-Madison. David received a fellowship that includes travel to and
research work in Germany. He reports that the Germans, for some strange reason, don’t celebrate the Fourth of July the
way we do. He was invited to give a lecture at a Helmholtz Institute on electron transfer dissociation, sequencing peptides,
and the general proteomics area.

Will Farthing [ WFarthing@pathgroup.com | changed pathology groups on July 1. He has three children, ages 10, 14, and
16. Will is encouraging his classmates to return to campus for the October 13 Homecoming. YKE hopes to see them all.

Adam Bowling [Adam.Bowling@union-psce.edu ] graduated in May from Union Theological Seminary and Presbyterian
School of Christian Education in Richmond, VA with a Masters of Divinity (M.Div.) and a Masters of Arts in Christian
Education (M.A.C.E.). Adam is searching for a call as an Associate Pastor of a Presbyterian (USA) church. He and his
wife welcomed their first child, Parker Sloan Bowling, into the world on Friday, March 2, 2007. Parker was born at 1:30
PM weighing 9 pounds and 9 ounces, and was 20 inches long.

NEWS OF THE ALUMNI CORPORATION:

AtHomecoming 2007, the alumni corporation board of directors will meet for the annual business meeting. This is an open
meeting and all alumni and friends of the fraternity are welcome to attend. The meeting will be held in the chapter room
of the fraternity house immediately following the Homecoming football game with Washington & Lee.



Beta Chi Chapter of the Alpha Chi Sigma Fraternity 2007

Front Row: Steele Parris, Kevin Thompson, Andrew Huffman, Andrew Breedlove, Shaun Schwartz, Chris Collie, Rob
Winner, Lee Johnson, Brian Carver
Second Row: Herb Sipe, Chris Arnatt, Cujo Myint, Ben Barnhill, Ryan Parrish, T.C. Stevens, Troy Kaase, Matt Huff,
John Boswell, Will Drudge, Tyler Huband, Benn Kinney, Tyler Bowman, Tony Regner
Third Row: Sean Platt, Paul Mueller, Acharya Bikash, Travis Fellows, Sohale Vu, Bill Anderson, Dustin Reynolds, Will
Bolton, Joe Dunn, Cary Saunders, Jon Schaaf, James Baldwin
[Not pictured: Mike Antolini, Justin Azar, Nick Bandy, Nels Beck, Will Bolton, John Booker, Ben Brown, Dave
Cameron, Kevin Dunn, Sean Florin, James Gillespie, Andrew McLeod, Robbie O’Cain, Bill Porterfield, Drew Smith,
John Reid, Shiv Sharma, Lucas Wadsworth, Harry Warren, Josh Young, William Zackowski




2007 HOMECOMING BUFFET RESERVATION FORM

To: Alpha Chi Sigma Fraternity
P.O. Box 333
Hampden-Sydney, VA 23943

Please make Homecoming Buffet dinner reservations for Saturday, 13 October, 2007 as follows:

Adults # @ $6.00
Children # @ $3.00 (age <12 yrs)

Total Enclosed: $ [donation; not tax-deductible — make checks payable to: Beta Chi Chapter of Alpha Chi
Sigma]

Name:

Address:

EMAIL:

Please return the reservation form and your check made out to Beta Chi Chapter of Alpha Chi Sigma Fraternity (or some
approximation thereto) ASAP (so we can plan effectively). Your reservation form should be mailed to arrive no later than
Wednesday, 10 October, 2007 or ASAP. Jot down interesting news for the next issue of the FLASH in the space below:



